
OPERATION WARM PROVIDED
FREE WINTER COATS FOR CHILDREN AT BARLOW SCHOOL

Plainfield, NJ – January 24, 2023 – The children at Barlow School were surprised today as
Operation Warm distributed free coats to first, second and third graders at the school. The children
were treated to high quality coats manufactured in Pennsylvania by Operation Warm.

One by one, the children approached tables set up with the colorful coats. Volunteer teachers,
Superintendent Rashon K. Hasan, Board President Mrs. Hanae M. Wyatt, vice president of the
board Mrs. Sarah Virgo, Barlow School Principal Mr. Wilson Aponte and others assisted the
children in picking out their coats and trying them on for size.

The children were ecstatic. “I love my coat,” said one. It was like shopping at the store, one little
girl wanted to exchange her for a different color.

Mrs. Kimberly P. Moore-Jones, School Social Worker, who partnered with Ms. Heather Connolly,
Vice President of Partnerships at Operation Warm and Makenna Mink, Program Implementation
Manager, organized the event. Ms. Connolly said she was grateful to Plainfield Public Schools for
hosting Operation Warm, “We want to bring awareness to the need so that we can find other
funders and supporters, and legislators, who understand the value of this gift and do even more in
the future New Jersey.”

Operation Warm is a national nonprofit organization founded by Dick Sanford, 24 years ago, in
Pennsylvania. Mr. Sanford said the idea to give coats to children happened on a cold day when he
noticed a group of children with no coats shivering as they waited for the school bus. Operation
Warm provides coats, shoes, and more for families in the United States and most recently, they
celebrated the five millionth coat giveaway.

Nicole E. Gray, director of CLB Partners, a public relations firm, said her company has been working
with Operation Warm and “everything they are doing is nothing short of admirable.”

www.plainfieldnjk12.org

https://www.operationwarm.org/newsroom/blog.html/article/2022/12/14/operation-warm-serves-our-5-millionth-child
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org


Mr. Hasan, Superintendent of Schools expressed his gratitude to Operation Warm, “This gift is
significant to our students, and it shows that when the community and schools work together, the
children benefit 100 per cent.”

Mrs. Hanae M. Wyatt, President of the Board of Education, said she would take the message for
the need of free coats for children to Capitol Hill where she and members of the Board of
Education and Plainfield Public School’s leadership will be this weekend at the National School
Boards Association (NSBA) Equity Symposium.

For more information, please call 908-731-4333 or email gmontealegre@plainfield.k12.nj.us
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